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Find fo many miftakes amongft Natural Writers^, 
^ and iome learned Men, concerning the Bird at Pa- 
ru cail'd Macreufe^ and m other parts of France^ Ma^ 
croul^ or Diahh de Mer^ that I think it no improper 
fubjed: for the entertainment of Your Curiofity. The 
French eat it upon Fifa-days, and all Lent, thinking it 
to be a fort of Fifti, or a Marine Animal with cold 
blood, or elfe a 5^r;2i3fr/^ generated either out of rotten 
or corrupted wood floating upon the Sea ; or out of cer- 
tain fruits falling into the water, and there Metamor- 
phofed into a Bird; or elfe from a kind of Sea-lhells ad- 
hering to old Planks and Ship bottoms, called Concha 
Anatiferm i whereas the Bernacle fas aifo the Macreufe it 
felf,) is Oviparous, and of the Goos-kind; and the (hells 
themfeives contain a teftaceous Animal of their own 
fpecies, as the Oyfler, Cockle, and Mufcle doth. Gefner 
himfelff though themoft learned, diligent, and faith- 
fuii of any that ever meddled with the Hifi:ory of Ani- 
mals,) was lead into the firft errour by Gyr alius ^ Boethim^ 
and Turner y St. B^bert Moray fell into the third and laft 
miftake Fhilofoph.TrafifaB. N. 137. The learned Sr. 
^bert Sybbald^ and Monjieur Graindorge have indeed 
confuted thele ^quivocall Generations of the Bernacle 
and the Macreufe , jct they both make them to be the 
izmcBird',Prodrom. Hi/ior. Nat^. Scotm s and in the J^//- 
tQtre des Macreujes ; whereas they are of different Tribes ; 
the Bernacle of the Goofe, and the M^reufe of the 
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Duck-kiad. The many Vulgar errours concerning the 
Origine of thele Birds, have fprung from the politive 
Relations of unwary Obfervers; and from the Writings 
of great men, as Munjier, Olaus Magnus^ Chmbden^ Cat'- 
dan^ Lefiey, Julim Scaliger , U^ormius , Mayerm ^ &c. 
^jfyi:^#^.( though credulous enough^ himlelf, miftrufted 
their Relations, and fancied that the Eggs of thefe 
Birds might fometimes float from die Northern Seas up- 
on thefe Coafts, and there flicking to, and hatching 
^pon Planks, Ship bottoms. Trees (or any rotten wood,) 
ffiight give occafion to the rife of the aforementioned 
miftakes. That the Bernacle and Macreufe are both o- 
viparous, is beyond all doubt j the Anatomy of theit 
parts fetving for Generation^ many late Voyages into 
the North; their laying Eggs; and fometimes breeding 
among us, are alt evident proofs thereof. 

Monfieur r^^/^^Vr in his trait e de Im Macreufe doth affirm 

that the French Macreufe i$ the greater Coot of Bellonius^ 

and Mr. WiUughby Ormthologi p. 320, feems to be of 

the fame opinion; there are fome learned men, who 

think the Mi^r ^2^/^ to be the Pufin of tho. Sillies, and 

JJltoiM0.n1 others take it for a fort of Colymbm or M?r- 

gus, IXauc^n of DiPeri, but after all the French Macreufe 

IS of the D^^^^-kind, and is the Scoter, or Jnm niier 

ndnm defcribed by Mr. ^y in Mr. Willughhys miL^ 

kg: f. 3 3<f. As the Skins of the Male and Female, ta- 

gethef with their lively Pi<aures, brought lately from 

Pmris, by that moft Curious and Worthy Gentfeman 

Mr. Chmkm^ do demoH^ftrate ; However for your greatei? 

fatisfadrion, you mav confult Mr. l^ys letter, whofe 

knowledge in the Miftory of Animals, and of Nature iii 

Generally is as great and extraordinary, as it is partieifc- 

lariy excellent in that of Plants. 

ilhQ Macreufe is frequently taken in nets placed len- 
der water, upon the Cbafls of Mormandy (mok plentiful:^ 
If at the mouth of the Seiw^) oiLmguedock^ an4 Mrmmces 



and I am eonfident, I have feenit upon the Laguna oi 
Fe?iue,.at the mouths of the Breuta^ Addejis^ and the 
Po. A Duck very like unto this {"if not the fame,) I law 
upon the Mare Mortuum^ and the Lake Jvernus^ as alfo 
many other Water-fowi feeding upon, and flying over 
that water, reported by many of our own, as well as for- 
rein Writers, to kill Birds at a diJtance: lobfervcdfe- 
verall land Fowl to fly over that Lake, without the 
leaft diiturbance, from all fides, and ends. North, South, 
Eaft, and Weltj from towards Cuma to the Grott of the 
Syhilly from the mines of the Templeof -4^(?//^, to where 
that of M^r^2^ry fl:oodi But perad venture the Poyfonous 
Steams f if there are any peculiar to that Lake,) fome- 
times vanifli, and return again, or elfe may be alter'd by 
new J^i^^^z^^'^w J* intermingled with them. 

When I delivered my thoughts concerning Boyling 
Fountains y their Varieties, and caufes, I had not then 
time enough to mention the Burning ones, except only 
that near Wiga7i in Lancajhire, with which thofe burning 
Fountains near Grenoble in Dauphine^ near Cibinium or 
Hermanjiadtia Tran/yhania, nccr Cher may % Village in 
Srvit^^erland in the Canton of Frtburgh, and that not 
far from Craeovia in Foland, do agree in many particu- 
lars, as in being adually cold, yet inflammable and tak- 
ing fire at a diftance^upon the application of any h'ght- 
ed body i (which the Boyling fprings neer Peroul will not 
do;) this ought to be underflood of them in their Sour- 
ces, becaufe when removed from thence, neither the 
waters, nor their earths will produce any fuch Phwnome'^ 
na, as boyling, or flaming; It were worth theexperi* 
menting and obferving nicely, what thefe waters, or 
their earths contain^ or whether at any time fome 
Naptba] or PetroUum may not be found floating on their 
fuperficies; though I never yet heard that the furfaces of 
fuch fprings, as throw up that Oyly fubft:ance, would 
catch fire at a diftances neither is it affirmed (that I 

know 



know of, ) by any writer, that any hot Boyling Foun- 
tains will take flame at a diilance, as fome of the bub- 
'bling cold ones do. Monlieur 5^{^/W hath written par- 
ticularly of the burning Fouatamin Dauphinh. 

Me^^ Vette ScFoUgnad\\2LVc given their oblervations on 
the flaming Iprings n^QtHermanJiadt^hxit 1 do not remem- 
ber that they made any particular Analyiis of the water. 
Mud, Sand, Clay, or Earth, or any confiderable tryals 
upon them; I am apt to believe, that there may be 
Veins of the Pyn>^/ near thofe places, the inflammabi- 
lity of which Minerall hath already been difcourfed of, 
and made very clear by Dr. Lifter^ towhofe papers I re- 
fctt jon, Phikfophical TranfaH:. N. i^j. The inge- 
nious Author of the letter from Poland^ Printed in the 
fournaldesScavans, An. id 841 relating theHiftoryof 
a burning Fountain in the Palatinate oiCracoviay affirms 
that upon Evaporating the water a dark or Pitch-like 
iubfl:ance may be extradled, which cures the mofl: inve- 
terate Ulcers in a very fhort time 5 and that the Mud it- 
felf is very powerful! againft Rheumatick, and Gouty 
pains, Palfies, Scabs, &c. The inhabitants of an adja- 
cent Village, drinking much of this fpring, do gene- 
rally live to lOo a.nd i^o years, which he attributes to 
the fanative Vertue of the Water. 

ThcNaptha^ or bituminous fubflance floating upon 
a fpring at Pitchford inShropJhiH, and upon St. Catha'* 
tines fountain neer Edinburgh^ hath been fuccesfuUy 
us d in Ulcerous and cutaneous diftempers; many fucli- 
like Fountains of ?^^r(?/^i:^m, andoyly lubftances, are to 
be met witl^ up and down, asinthelfland oi Z^nt, very 
plentifully^ neer G^^i/?;2 in the Road from M^^^j^^/w to 
Betters in Languedoc 5 In the FaltalineAi\h]tdi to the 
Gr if mis I at the foot of Mount ^^/(? in the Dutcliy of 
Modena , not to niention any of the places written of al- 
ready by Varenius. The Inhabitants living neer thefe 
fatoyly fprings take great care to gather and feparate 
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the bitiiEiinous fubftances from the water, making very 
confiderable advantages of them, for Mechanical, and 
Medicinal ufesi I have icQU them gather it up with 
Ladles, and put it into large fikres; or into great Fun- 
nels ftopt at the bottom, or elfe into Barrels let on 
oneeiid^, which have Spiggots near their bottoms, when 
they are full and have itooda while, they open the 
fpiggot orftoppeii to ht out the water, and when the 
oylor bituminous fnbftance begins to come, they pre- 
fently flop it again i the laft of which Mr. J^y did like- 
wife obferve at Gakiania Languedac. Obferv. Topograph. 
p. 4(f2. Whether they make ufe of any of thefe ways in 
^7it, I am yet to learn, though both the learned Sr. 
George Wheeler and Monpur Spon^ in their excellent 
Voyages have delcribed the Pitch-fprings of that If- 
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